
1) Prevent Erosion on Slopes: 
Stream banks form important  
habitats for insects, birds and 
wildlife, keep streams cool, and 
prevent sediments and pollutants 
from flowing straight into the   
water. Prevent erosion through a 
few easy practices: cover or plant 
bare soil, install plants, and leave 
woody debris and rocks in place. 
 
2) Plant with Native Species:    
Native plants are adapted to the  
local climate and require less      
fertilizer and water, and are less 
susceptible to pests and  disease. 
 
3) Reduce use of fertilizers and 
pesticides: Fertilizers, pesticides, 
and herbicides have immediate 
negative impacts on streams.    
Fertilize sparingly and caringly, 
and decrease or eliminate         
pesticide use adjacent to the 
stream. 
 
4) Prevent Animal Waste in 
Streams: Both livestock manure 
and pet waste contribute to poor 
water quality when they enter 
streams. Fencing streams pre-
vents animals from damaging 
stream banks and depositing nu-
trients in the water. 
 
5) Plant a Buffer: Creating a 
stream buffer is one of the most  
effective ways to protect your 
stream. A buffer is the area of 
land alongside the stream that 
creates a natural swath of land for 
habitat. 
 
6) Remove Invasive Weeds:        
Invasive plants crowd out our native 
plants and take over the watershed. 
 
 
7) Leave Large Debris: Erosion  
destabilizes banks and deposits sedi-
ments in the stream. Logs, rocks, 

and other large debris help slow wa-
ter and reduce its force, preventing 
stream bank erosion and creating 
pools of still water for habitat. 
 
8) Manage Pests: While difficult to 
control, there are several methods to 
deter animals such as beavers from 
harming plant life and causing flood-
ing. Visit the Dept. of Fish &     
Wildlife’s website for more info:  

         

        http://wdfw.wa.gov/species-habitats/  
       living/nuisance-wildlife/beaver- 
       removal 
 

9) Prevent Dumping: Dumping yard 
waste in your riparian area might 
seem like a good idea, but grass    
clippings, raked leaves, or other    
organic material release nutrients 
which cause algae growth and       
deplete oxygen in the water, killing 
aquatic life. Compost organic wastes 
away from the stream’s edge. 
 
10) Retrofit your Property: Low  
impact development techniques  min-
imize and slow stormwater runoff. 
Reducing runoff curbs erosion and 
reduces the amount of  water that 
flows in streams, while recharging 
groundwater to which increases year-
round stream flows. Retrofits usually 
involve replacing paved surfaces 
with permeable ones to increase 
stormwater infiltration. 

10 Tips for Streamside Property Owners 

Interested in learning more? 

Try these helpful  contacts: 

 

Creek restoration:  CURB  

CURB seeks to improve water 

quality by helping homeowners 

restore the streamside areas on 

their property using native plant 

buffers.  Contact the Walla Walla 

County Conservation District for 

more information. 

Phone: (509) 522-6340 ext. 5  

Email: information.cd@wwccd.net  

http://www.wwccd.net/programs/

curb 

Stormwater info: 

General stormwater info and links 

to the Department of Ecology’s 

website may be found at Walla 

Walla County’s stormwater web-

site: 

http:wwcountyroads.com 
 

Volunteer opportunities: 

The Water & Environmental Cen-

ter will be forming a volunteer 

group of Watershed Stewards, 

where volunteers perform  activi-

ties such as creek restoration 

projects after receiving free 

hands-on, in-depth training.  Con-

tact Melissa Holecek to learn 

more. 

Phone: (509) 524-5208 

Email: Melisa.holecek@wwcc.edu 

http://watereducationcenter.org/ 

CURB restoration project on Yellowhawk Creek 

Need to report a        

problem?  Report illicit 

discharges to creeks or 

storm drains by  calling:                   

(509) 524-2710 


